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Indexing	
  efforts	
  are	
  making	
  the	
  records	
  searchable	
  by	
  name.	
  
• Go	
  to	
  www.discoverfreedmen.org	
  for	
  more	
  information	
  about	
  the	
  project.	
  
• Become	
  an	
  indexing	
  volunteer.	
  (We	
  can	
  help!)	
  

You	
  can	
  “Browse”	
  digitized	
  Freedman’s	
  Bureau	
  records	
  now.	
  
• “Collection”	
  date	
  range	
  does	
  NOT	
  mean	
  “all	
  records	
  for	
  all	
  years”	
  within	
  that	
  range.	
  
• Digital	
  Collections,	
  like	
  the	
  original	
  records,	
  are	
  as	
  orderly	
  (or	
  messy)	
  as	
  they	
  are	
  “in	
  person.”	
  

	
  

	
  

Search	
  [Records]	
  
Entering	
  names,	
  dates	
  and	
  
places	
  from	
  this	
  screen	
  
searches	
  indexed	
  
collections	
  only.	
  

Un-­‐indexed	
  images	
  can	
  be	
  
searched	
  like	
  microfilm,	
  
from	
  home	
  or	
  anywhere	
  
there	
  is	
  an	
  internet	
  
connection.	
  

FamilySearch	
  Indexing	
  
projects	
  are	
  often	
  
available	
  as	
  “browse	
  only”	
  
collections.	
  

	
  

Browse	
  Collections	
  
• Default	
  is	
  alphabetical	
  
order.	
  Can	
  be	
  organized	
  
by	
  “Last	
  Updated”	
  date.	
  	
  

• To	
  find	
  all	
  Freedman’s	
  
Bureau	
  collections,	
  
begin	
  typing	
  
“Freedmen”	
  in	
  the	
  
Filter	
  by	
  collection	
  
name	
  field.	
  	
  

• Use	
  the	
  same	
  process	
  
to	
  search	
  for	
  any	
  
location	
  or	
  record	
  type.	
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Collection	
  Description	
  

• Read	
  a	
  basic	
  description	
  
of	
  what	
  each	
  collection	
  
contains.	
  	
  

• Click	
  on	
  “Learn	
  more”	
  
to	
  read	
  a	
  wiki	
  article	
  
with	
  more	
  detailed	
  info.	
  	
  

• Click	
  “Browse	
  through	
  
[number]	
  images”	
  to	
  
see	
  records.	
  	
  

	
  

Waypoints	
  
• Divide	
  “film”	
  into	
  
logical	
  segments.	
  

• There	
  may	
  be	
  several	
  
levels	
  of	
  Waypoints	
  in	
  a	
  
single	
  collection.	
  

	
  

Descriptive	
  Pamphlet	
  

• First	
  item	
  in	
  each	
  
Freedman’s	
  collection.	
  	
  

• Explains	
  what	
  each	
  
collection	
  includes.	
  	
  

	
  

Navigation	
  

• Use	
  arrows	
  to	
  move	
  
forward	
  and	
  backward,	
  
one	
  image	
  at	
  a	
  time.	
  	
  

• Type	
  a	
  number	
  to	
  jump	
  
multiple	
  images	
  
forward	
  or	
  backward.	
  	
  
	
  

	
  

Image	
  Options	
  
• Use	
  Tools	
  to	
  Invert,	
  
rotate,	
  adjust	
  contrast;	
  
+	
  to	
  enlarge.	
  

• Download	
  .jpg	
  file.	
  
• Save	
  to	
  “Sources”,	
  
attach	
  to	
  a	
  person	
  
profile*	
  in	
  Family	
  Tree.	
  

*	
  Requires	
  FamilySearch.org	
  account	
  (free).	
  

Williamsburg	
  Family	
  History	
  Center	
  
2017	
  Newman	
  Road,	
  Williamsburg,	
  Virginia	
  
757.220.0266	
  during	
  center	
  hours	
  
757.903.5706	
  when	
  the	
  center	
  is	
  closed	
  

	
  
	
  


